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GATHERING IN COMMUNITY BEFORE GOD 
 
PRELUDE/WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WE PRAISE OUR GOD 
 
* CALL TO WORSHIP                   (Responsive) 
One:  The banqueting table is prepared and God calls us to the 

feast. 
Many:  We have come from east and west, from north and south, 

to sit at Christ’s table. 
One:  Here compassion, love, and grace pour out like fine wine. 
Many:  Here we taste the bread of life, bread for our journey. 
One:  There are gifts of God for all the people of God. 
All:  Let us taste and see that the Lord is good! 
 
* HYMN: 403 (Red Hymnal) Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God of abundant love, when we hunger for fulfillment, you offer 
us the Bread of Life. When we thirst for your presence, you fill our 
cup to overflowing. You draw near to us in every place, at any 
time. Holy One, in you our deepest desires are fulfilled. So to you, 
O God, Creator, Christ and Spirit, we offer thanksgiving, honor  
and praise with all your people, here and everywhere, now and 
always. 
 
(“*” invites all who are able to stand. Bold indicates reading or singing in unison.) 
 
 

* HYMN: 630 (Red Hymnal) What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION/PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
All: God of abundant mercy, you see our failures to keep your law 
of love. We have not always loved our neighbors as you taught. We 
find it impossible to love our enemies as Jesus asked. Forgive us all 
the times we failed to live out your love. Renew in us the courage 
to offer others the generosity of heart you have shown us in Jesus. 
(Please take a moment for silent reflection.) 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 
* PASSING OF THE PEACE  
 
* GLORIA PATRI  579 (Blue Hymnal) Glory Be to the Father 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it 
was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end 
Amen, Amen. 
 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 
 
PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING 
All: O God, by your gifts of Word and Spirit, open our minds to 
greater understanding, our hearts to deeper love, and our wills to 
eager service, through Christ, your Living Word. Amen. 
 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 105:1-6 (NRSV) 
O give thanks to the Lord; call on his name; make known his deeds 
among the peoples. 2 Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his 
wonderful works. 3 Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who 
seek the Lord rejoice. 4 Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his 
presence continually. 5 Remember the wonderful works he has done, 
his miracles and the judgments he has uttered, 6 O offspring of his 
servant Abraham, children of Jacob, his chosen ones. 
 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God 
 
THE GOSPEL READING: Matthew 14:22-33 (NRSV) 
22 Immediately he made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to 
the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had 
dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. 



When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, 
battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against 
them. 25 And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the 
sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were 
terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But 
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not 
be afraid.” 28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to 
come to you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the 
boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when 
he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to 
sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out 
his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did 
you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And 
those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of 
God.” 
Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord 
People:  Glory to You, O God 
 
MESSAGE    Sniff, Think, Pray           Elder Marilyn M. Rodahan 
 
ANTHEM: Come to the Table                                Johnson 
In remembrance of God's love, we share in this feast. 
And the sacrifice made for the greatest and least. 
All are welcome, no one is turned away. 
As we feast from this banquet of God's grace. 
 
Come to His table, come and be fed. 
Drink of the wine and eat of the bread. 
Refresh your soul and renew your mind 
At God's table, His table divine.   
 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is not only right but it is our greatest joy to give you thanks and 
praise, eternal God, …  
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and 
archangels and with all the faithful of every time and place, who 
forever sing to the glory of your name:  
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna 
in the highest. 
 

You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your 
Son, our Lord, whom you sent to save us … 
Accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving as a living and 
holy offering of ourselves, that our lives may proclaim the One 
crucified and risen. 
 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus. 
Dying you destroyed our death, rising you restored our life. 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us … 
As this bread is Christ's body for us, send us out to be the body of 
Christ in the world. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
And now, with the confidence of the children of God, let us pray: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the 
glory forever. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS  
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Nourished at this table, O God, may we know Christ’s redemptive 
love and live a new life in him. Help us who recognize our Lord in 
the breaking of bread to see and serve him in all whose lives are 



broken. Give us who are fed at his hand grace to share our bread with 
the hungry and with the hungry of heart. Keep us faithful in your 
service until Christ comes in final victory, and we shall feast with all 
your saints in the joy of your eternal realm. Through Christ, all glory 
and honor are yours, almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit in the holy 
church, now and forever. Amen. 

 
WE RESPOND IN WORD AND DEED 

 
CALL TO OFFERTORY 
 
* DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures 
here below; Praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
* PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Gracious God, we offer our gifts as tokens of our gratitude for 
what we have to share in these challenging times. Bless our gifts 
and our energy so they will bless others in need in our community 
and around your world, for the sake of Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
* HYMN: 230 (Blue Hymnal) This Is the Day the Lord Hath Made 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
DISMISSAL  Go Now in Peace 
Go now in peace. Never be afraid. God will go with you each hour of 
every day. Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. Know He will 
guide you in all you do. Go now in love, and show you believe. Reach 
out to others so all the world can see. God will be there watching 
from above. Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. Amen, Amen, 
Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

THE WORSHIP IS OVER, LET THE SERVICE BEGIN 
 

 
 
 
 

Rev. Dr. James Barnum Pastor 
Dr. Gary de Sesa                Director, Ministry of Music 
Dr. Natalie Naylor           Clerk of Session  
Dr. Robert Gilmore                  Treasurer 

 

Kita de Sesa is our Soprano soloist. 
 
We welcome Elder Marilyn M. Rodahan to the pulpit today. 
 
Assisting in today’s service is Natalie Naylor. 
 
Refreshments Host for today is Natalie Naylor. 
 
Next Sunday’s scriptures: 
Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14 
 
 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR      
Helen Lockman   Cynthia Randall 
Steve Kirschman   Dawn and John de Sesa  
Gary B. de Sesa   Sam Rizzo 
Emmie Shoch    Regina Maria   
Ray Peres    Gerry Catalanello  
Sylvia McAdams   Stefania Cecchini   
Family of Steven Panzella  Family of Janine Francolini   
Chet Scire    William Cornell  
Lawrence Topel   Willy Geddish  
Jasmina & Jaiden Allen  Paula Liscio 
Dr. Klaus Dittmar 
 
We pray for PEACE in the world and especially the Middle East and a 

just resolution between Iran and our country; Ukraine and Russia; 
along with all victims and their families from the Gaza/Lebanon-

Israeli conflict and all nations that are at war. We pray for all families 
who are in need, and those who are grieving their loved ones. 


