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Upcoming Events
Sundays
10am Sunday Services

In Person & Online

Sunday, Jan. 26
11am RPC Annual Meeting

A Final Note from Pastor Marjory

(continued)

This is the report Marjory wrote to include in our Annual Meeting Reports. 
We have included it here since our Newsletter reaches more people.

The year 2024 saw some big projects that the 
session took on; maintenance for the church building 
and hiring a new cemetery manager which you will 
read about in other reports. I reduced my hours as 
your Pastor at the end of 2023 and we saw you all 
step up in 2024 to help lead the church forward.  It 
was wonderful to watch many of you step up to the 
plate to help lead worship, coordinate events and 
ensure that the daily workings of the church 
continued. 

I want to thank you for the trust you have given 
me to lead you these past 4 years. Together we have 
celebrated God through worship and 
prayer; grieved losses and welcomed 
joys. Together we have shared in ministry 
and worked hard to ensure a ministry 
that goes into the future. I thank you for 
the lessons I have learned as your Pastor 
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and for the many gifts of the spirits that you all have shared during my 
ministry at Roslyn. December 31, 2024 saw the end of my ministry 
contract with you all, I trust in the words of Isaiah: God is doing great 
things and will do great things through Roslyn Presbyterian Church.

Many Blessings,

Rev. Dr. Marjory J. Roth
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The holidays are a joyous time, 
not only for our families but for 
our church family. On November 
24, we decorated the Christmas 
tree in the North Room and then 
shared a Thanksgiving dinner with 
our Kalam friends in the social 

hall downstairs; we provided desserts. (See photographs from 
the event by Jil l Jyan, p. 3.) Incidentally, the Kalam Church has 
resumed their weekly luncheons after their service.

And on Sunday evening, December 10 we had our 
Christmas dinner coordinated by Marianne Soare, Katie Zarghami, and 
Maya Leibfreid (catered by funds from the Women’s Society’s rummage 
sales). After eating, we enjoyed singing carols led by Kita de Sesa with 
Gary de Sesa at the small organ in the North Room. (See photographs by 
Ira Cooper, pp. 3 & 5; and Soraya Gage, p. 5.) 

On Christmas Eve we had our beautiful traditional 
candlelight service of Lessons and Carols, enhanced 
with special music from the de Sesas. In addition to 

candles at the end of pews and in 
the windows, our decorated Christmas tree in the 
North Room and poinsettias on either side of the 
pulpit enriched the service. Natalie Naylor led the 
service, assisted by Ira Cooper, Elizabeth de Sesa, Kita 
de Sesa, Robert Gilmore, and Rachel Wolf who read 
the scriptures. Special thanks to Robert Gilmore who 
arranged all the candles, to  Daniel Villegas our Sexton 
who assisted with decorations, and Marjory Roth who 
prepared the service but was unable to participate. 

News From the Clerk and Session
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(continued)
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News From the Clerk and Session (continued)
Pastor Marjory’s last Sunday service for 

us was on December 29. She officiated at 
the Memorial Service for long-time member 
Emily Dyer on January 4 and graveside 
service in the Roslyn Cemetery after the 
reception in the social hall. We regret losing 

Marjory to a full-time chaplaincy with Mercy Hospital, but it is what she 
prepared for in her year-long certification program for an Interfaith 
Chaplaincy.

We embark in January with guest ministers in the pulpit on Sunday 
mornings: Reverend Dr. James Barnum, retired from the Bellmore 
Presbyterian Church, preached on the 5th; Executive Presbyter, the Rev. 
Kate Jones Calone will be with us on the 12th; Hospital Chaplain Rev. 
Emily Arnold on the 19th; David Brackett on the 27th; the Rev. Mark 
Applewhite on February 2nd; and Cathy Shimmel’s sister, the Rev. Wendy 
Boer on February 9th.

Cathy Shimmel chairs the search committee that will be seeking an 
Interim Pastor. Members of the committee are Robert Gilmore, Katie 

Zarghami, and Kita de Sesa.

 —Natalie Naylor, Clerk of Session
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Let’s enjoy some laughter. Warning: Some church jokes may be very 
corny, but that can cause even more laughter!

Marriage and Coffee: Shortly after tying the knot, a young married couple started arguing 
over who should make the coffee. Being a good Christian woman, the wife went to the 
scriptures for her answer. She said that the Bible specifically stated that men should be the 
ones to make the coffee. Puzzled, the husband asked her where in the Bible it said that. Very 
confidently, the wife opened up her Bible and said: “It’s right here—HEBREWS.”!

—From Church Tech Today’s website
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Christmas Dinner Photos

Photos above by Ira Cooper; Photos below by Soraya Gage
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The Early Years of the Roslyn Presbyterian Church

The Roslyn Presbyterian Church was officially organized on January 
24, 1850—175 years ago!  A few months earlier, Mrs. James Losee and 
Mrs. James Smith initiated the endeavor by inviting the Reverend 
Franklin Merrill, a Presbyterian minister in Hempstead, to preach at the 
Locust Hill Academy in Roslyn. The two women were joined by Miss 
Maria Losee and Mrs. Ketcham and, with James Smith as the ruling elder, 
organized the Roslyn Presbyterian Association. The three husbands of 
the women were the first trustees together with Joseph J. Hegeman, and 
the Rev. Franklin Merrill. In August 1850, Daniel Bogart became Clerk of 
the Association.

While services were held at the Academy, plans began for a church 
building. By July 1850, $1,000 had been raised or pledged. The total cost 
for land and the church building was $1,800 and a bell was purchased 
for $170. Rev. Merrill was paid $150 a year (equivalent to more than 
$80,000 today). The first church building (photo below on left, ca. 1920),  
used until the late 1920s, survives today without the bell tower as a 
private house at 33 East Broadway (look for it north of the church, on 
the other side of the street).

Source: Roslyn Landmark Society website and RPC’s “A Casual History of the Roslyn 
Presbyterian Church” leaflet, ca. 1980. 

Photographs: Courtesy of the Roslyn Landmark Society.


