ROSLYN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
140 EAST BROADWAY
ROSLYN, NEW YORK

SERVICE OF WORSHIP
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT

NOVEMBER 30, 2025 10:00 AM
++++++++++H++FH++

GATHERING IN COMMUNITY BEFORE GOD

PRELUDE/WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
* HYMN: 788 (Red Hymnal) Now Thank We All Our God
WE PRAISE OUR GOD

* CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Comfort those who sit in darkness,

Many: Bowed beneath oppression’s load.

One: The light shines in the darkness,

Many: We come to worship, seeking the light of Christ once
again.

One: Shine into our lives and into your world this Advent.

All: Renew us with fresh hope.

* HYMN: 245 (Red Hymnal) O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, vs 1

O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel, That
mourns in lonely exile here, Until the Son of God appear.

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE - HOPE

One: The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not
overcome it.

Many: We are easily distracted by the darkness that comes with
unease and anxiety.

All: Source of light, shine in our lives and in your world with
your renewing hope.

(“*” invites all who are able to stand. Bold indicates read or sing in unison.)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and everlasting God, you hold all our days in your
hands and embrace us in your everlasting arms. In a tired and
violent world, you are hope. In a hectic and busy world, you are
peace. In a cold world, you are comfort. In Jesus Christ, you bring
love into this world and call us to embody his love in all we do and
say. In our worship this day, we offer you our love and loyalty.
Amen.

CALL TO CONFESSION/PRAYER OF CONFESSION

All: God of hope, we confess that we often prefer accepting half-
truths and pleasing ideas rather than your challenging word. We
praise our own cleverness rather than your wisdom. We have
exploited others for our benefit and used the earth without a
thought for its well-being. In your mercy, forgive what we have
been, help us amend what we are, and direct who we shall be
through the mercy of Jesus Christ our Lord.

(Please take a moment for silent reflection.)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
* PASSING OF THE PEACE

* GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal) Glory Be to the Father
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it
was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end
Amen, Amen.

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING

All: God of hope and healing, we turn to your Word to hear your
will and your wisdom for our times. Open our hearts and minds
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit so that we might hear what
you are saying to the church through Christ, your Living Word.
Amen.

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: Romans 13:11-14 (NRSV)

1 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment
for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than
when we became believers; '? the night is far gone; the day is near. Let



us then throw offthe works of darkness and put on the armor of

light; '3 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and
jealousy. !“ Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God
THE GOSPEL READING: Matthew 24:36-44 (NRSV)

36 “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. *” For as the days of Noah
were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. *3 For as in the days
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 3° and they knew nothing
until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the
coming of the Son of Man. ° Then two will be in the field; one will be
taken, and one will be left. ! Two women will be grinding meal
together; one will be taken, and one will be left. *> Keep awake,
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.

43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what
part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake
and would not have let his house be broken into. ** Therefore you also
must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not
expect.

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Glory to You, O God
ANTHEM:  Come Thou Long Expected Jesus Lewis

Come, Thou long expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free; From
our fears and sins release us, Let us find our rest in Thee. Israel’s
strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art; Dear desire
of every nation, Joy of every longing heart. Born Thy people to deliver,
Born a child and yet a King, Born to reign in us forever, Now Thy
gracious kingdom bring. By Thine own eternal Spirit, Rule in all our
hearts alone; By Thine all sufficient merit, Raise us to Thy glorious
throne. Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free.

MESSAGE  Awake in My Soul Rev. Dr. James Barnum

* HYMN: 20 (Blue Hymnal) Watchman, Tell Us of the Night

WE RESPOND IN WORD AND DEED

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS FOR PRAYER

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND OUR LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory
forever. Amen.

CALL TO OFFERTORY

* DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures
here below; Praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION

God, our hope and our help, receive our gifts as seeds of gratitude
for your gift to us in Christ Jesus. Bless these seeds with growth so
that hope will sprout in people who struggle with despair, and in
places trying to rebuild after devastating loss. Be their hope and
their help, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

* HYMN: 13 (Blue Hymnal) Prepare the Way

DISMISSAL Go Now in Peace

Go now in peace. Never be afraid. God will go with you each hour of
every day. Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. Know He will
guide you in all you do. Go now in love, and show you believe. Reach
out to others so all the world can see. God will be there watching
from above. Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. Amen, Amen,
Amen.

POSTLUDE
THE WORSHIP IS OVER. LET THE SERVICE BEGIN




Rev. Dr. James Barnum
Dr. Gary de Sesa

Dr. Natalie Naylor
Robert Gilmore

Pastor

Director, Ministry of Music
Clerk of Session

Treasurer

Kita de Sesa is our Soprano soloist.

Assisting in today’s service are Natalie Naylor, and Michael and Mary

Matos (candlelighting).

Refreshments Host for today is Cathy Shimmel.

Next Sunday’s scriptures:

Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Important Dates

Sun, Dec. 10 10:00 AM
Sun, Dec. 21 5:00 PM
Wed, Dec. 24 5:00 PM
December Birthdays

12/8 Michael Gilmore

12/11 Kita de Sesa, Mary Matos

12/16 Erin Gilmore
12/28 Ira Cooper

Session Meeting
Christmas Dinner
Christmas Eve Service

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Ira Cooper

Cynthia Randall

Gary B. de Sesa

Graziella Girardi

Judy Mastrangelo & Family
Ray Peres

Sylvia McAdams

Stefania Cecchini

Rick Collins and Family
Family of Janine Francolini
Chet Scire

Lawrence Topel

Annette (“AWC”) Cafarelli
Dawn and John de Sesa
Sam Rizzo

Emmie Shoch

Regina Maria

Gerry Catalanello

Richie Miranda

Alex Palumbo

Family of Steven Panzella
Marianne Wagner Rizzo
William Cornell

Willy Geddish

All victims and their families in the Israeli conflict.
We pray for peace in the Middle East and between Ukraine and Russia.
All families who are grieving loved ones lost due to violence.



