
ROSLYN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
140 EAST BROADWAY  
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SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT/THE CANDLE OF PEACE 
 

DECEMBER 7, 2025                                         10:00 AM 
 

God is Love, whoever lives in Love lives in God, and God in him. I John 4:16 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 

GATHERING IN COMMUNITY BEFORE GOD 
 
PRELUDE/WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WE PRAISE OUR GOD 
 
* CALL TO WORSHIP          
One:  The light shines in the darkness. 
Many:  We come to worship, seeking the peace of Christ.  
One:  Shine into our lives and into your world this Advent. 
All:  Renew in us Jesus’ call to be peacemakers this day. 
 
* HYMN: 245 (Red Hymnal) O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, vs 2  
O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer Our spirits by Thine 
advent here; Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death's dark 
shadows put to flight. 
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES – HOPE AND PEACE 
One:  The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not 
 overcome it.  
Many: We are easily distracted by the darkness of force and 
 power and we often choose strife and turmoil. 
All:  Source of light, shine in our lives and in your world with 
 your everlasting peace. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
God of wisdom and understanding, of peace and promise, you are  
 

(“*” invites all who are able to stand. Bold indicates read or sing in unison.) 

the giver of life and you live in us. You have welcomed us as your  
children and called us to live out your image with hospitality  
toward each other. Glory and honor and praise be yours, Creator, 
Christ and Spirit, this day and every day, now and evermore. 
Amen. 
 
* HYMN: 244 (Red Hymnal) Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION/PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
All: God of peace and promise, we confess that we have taken your 
commitment to us for granted. We assume what we do is 
acceptable to you, yet we judge others more harshly. We have 
been slow to welcome others, especially if their cultures or 
convictions differ from ours. You call us to repentance, but we 
resist seeing anything needing change in our hearts or our habits.  
Forgive our self-satisfied attitudes and challenge us with your 
vision of a peaceable kingdom where all can be made new. 
(Please take a moment for silent reflection.) 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON             
 
* PASSING OF THE PEACE  
 
* GLORIA PATRI  579 (Blue Hymnal) Glory Be to the Father 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it 
was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end 
Amen, Amen. 
 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 
 
PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING 
All: God of peace and possibility, we turn to your Word to hear 
your will and your wisdom for our times. Open our hearts and 
minds by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit so that we might hear 
what you are saying to the church. Amen. 
 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 11:1-10 (NRSV) 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall 
grow out of his roots. 2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 3 His delight shall be 



in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see or 
decide by what his ears hear, 4 but with righteousness he shall judge 
for the poor and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; he 
shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of 
his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt 
around his waist and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 6 The wolf 
shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the 
calf and the lion will feed together, and a little child shall lead them. 
7 The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play 
over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the 
adder’s den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea. 10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to 
the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be 
glorious. 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God 
 
THE GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 3:1-12 (NRSV) 
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord; make his paths straight.’ ” 4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s 
hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and 
wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around 
the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in 
the River Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But when he saw many of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them, 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming 
wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not 
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for 
I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore 
every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown 
into the fire. 11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one 
who is coming after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy 
to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 
floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire.” 
Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord 
People:  Glory to You, O God 
 
ANTHEM: We Wait for Thee            Johnson 
Dark is the night and empty the sky, As the ground lies still and cold. 
We pause in solemn anticipation, As we wait for the promise of old. 
Come, thou Prince of Peace; Come, great Lord of lords; Come, set 
Your people free. Come, Desire of the nations, come, With joy and 
hope we wait for Thee. Revive our hearts and renew our minds, Come 
and bring us peace to endure. Wonderful Counselor, Almighty God, 
Emanuel, God with us! Come, thou Prince of Peace; Come great Lord 
of lords; Come, set your people free. Come, Desire of the nations, 
come, With joy and hope we wait for Thee, With joy and hope we wait 
for Thee! 
 
MESSAGE   A Shoot Shall Come Out from the Stump of Jesse.   
                        Wait. Watch. It will grow.     Rev. Dr. James Barnum 
 
* HYMN: 648 (Red Hymnal) Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give our thanks and praise 
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and 
praise...Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with choirs of 
angels, with prophets, apostles and martyrs, and with all the faithful 
of every time and place who forever sing to the glory of your name:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 



You are holy .... With thanksgiving, we offer our very selves to you to 
be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to your service. Great is the 
mystery of faith:  
Christ has died, Christ is Risen, Christ will come again.  
 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS  
Because there is one loaf, we, many as we are, are one body; for it is 
one loaf of which we all partake. The bread of Life for God’s people. 
Praise be to God! 
We are reminded that this cup is the cup of the new covenant; this 
new relationship God has invited us to partake in. The cup of the new 
covenant for God’s people. 
Praise be to God! 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
All: Gracious God, you have made us one with all your people in 
heaven and on earth. You have fed us with the bread of life, and 
renewed us for your service. Help us who have shared Christ's 
body and received his cup, to be faithful disciples so that our daily 
living may be part of the life of your kingdom, and our love by 
your love, reaching out into the life of the world. Amen.  
 

WE RESPOND IN WORD AND DEED 
 
SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS FOR PRAYER 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND OUR LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. 
 
CALL TO OFFERTORY 
 
* DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures 
here below; Praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
God, our Peace and our Promise, receive our gifts as seeds of 
gratitude for your gift to us in Christ Jesus. Bless these seeds with 
growth so that peace will take root in people who face conflict and 
danger, and places seeking to establish peace in the face of 
violence. Be their peace and their promise, through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
* HYMN: 281 (Red Hymnal) What Child Is This? 
 
DISMISSAL  Go Now in Peace 
Go now in peace. Never be afraid. God will go with you each hour of 
every day. Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. Know He will 
guide you in all you do. Go now in love, and show you believe. Reach 
out to others so all the world can see. God will be there watching 
from above. Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. Amen, Amen, 
Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

THE WORSHIP IS OVER, LET THE SERVICE BEGIN 
 
Rev. Dr. James Barnum Pastor 
Dr. Gary de Sesa                Director, Ministry of Music 
Dr. Natalie Naylor           Clerk of Session  
Robert Gilmore                  Treasurer 
 

Kita de Sesa is our Soprano soloist. 
 
Assisting in today’s service are Mary Matos, and Cathy and James 
Shimmel (candlelighting). 
 
Refreshments Host for today is Maya Leibfreid. 
 
Next Sunday’s scriptures:  
Isaiah 35:1-10; Matthew 11:2-11 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Important Dates   
Sun, Dec. 10  10:00 AM Session Meeting 
Sun, Dec. 21    5:00 PM Christmas Dinner 
Wed, Dec. 24    5:00 PM Christmas Eve Service 



PLEASE PRAY FOR    
Ira Cooper    Annette (“AWC”) Cafarelli 
Cynthia Randall   Dawn and John de Sesa  
Gary B. de Sesa   Sam Rizzo   
Graziella Girardi   Emmie Shoch   
Judy Mastrangelo & Family  Regina Maria   
Ray Peres    Gerry Catalanello  
Sylvia McAdams   Richie Miranda  
Stefania Cecchini   Alex Palumbo   
Rick Collins and Family  Family of Steven Panzella 
Family of Janine Francolini   Marianne Wagner Rizzo 
Chet Scire    William Cornell  
Lawrence Topel   Willy Geddish 
 
We pray for PEACE in the world and especially the Middle East and a 
just resolution between Ukraine and Russia along with all victims and 
their families from the Gaza-Israeli conflict and all nations that are at 
war. And as we wait for the Lord’s Advent, we pray for all families 

who are in need, and those who are grieving their loved ones lost due 
to violence. 

Andrew Wolfe  and Family of Sarah Beckstrom 


