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SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
 

DECEMBER 28, 2025                             10:00 AM 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 

GATHERING IN COMMUNITY BEFORE GOD 
 
PRELUDE/WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
* HYMN: 258 (Red Hymnal)    Go, Tell It on the Mountain 
 

WE PRAISE OUR GOD 
 
* CALL TO WORSHIP          
One:  Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise 

God in the heights! 
Many:  Praise the Lord, sun and moon; give praise, all shining 

stars! 
One:  Give praise, fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind 

fulfilling God’s command! 
Many:  Give praise, hills and mountains. 
One:  All people together, let us praise the name of the Lord and 

declare God’s glory in heaven and on earth. 
All:  Let us worship God!  
 
INVOCATION  
God of majesty and mystery, like the magi following the star we 
come to you in wonder. Your purposes are beyond our 
comprehension, your majesty incomparable, your love beyond   
imagination and your presence always with us. We praise you for  
your steadfast love, and offer you our trust for the year ahead  
as we seek to follow faithfully in the footsteps of Christ, our  
newborn King. Amen. 
 
 
(“*” invites all who are able to stand. Bold indicates read or sing in unison.) 

* HYMN: 250 (Red Hymnal)    O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION/PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
All: Lord of creation, in your love you created this earth, and all 
the galaxies beyond our imagination, yet in the fullness of time you 
gave us Jesus to shine love and light into our world and lives. You 
have called us to love our neighbor, but we resist your call to love. 
In this season of Christmas you call us to love all peoples, even our 
enemies too, but goodwill and peace seem impossible. As we move 
into 2026, help us to love as Jesus loved so He will be born again in 
us and all those we encounter. This we pray for your glory. Amen. 
(Please take a moment for silent reflection.) 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON             
 
* PASSING OF THE PEACE  
 
* GLORIA PATRI  579 (Blue Hymnal) Glory Be to the Father 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it 
was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end 
Amen, Amen. 
 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 
 
PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING 
All: In the law and the prophets, you give us your will, and in 
Jesus Christ, you revealed your love. Open our minds by the 
power of your Spirit so that we might understand what you are 
saying to the church. Amen. 
 
HEBREW SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 63:7-9 (NRSV) 
7 I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, the praiseworthy acts of 
the Lord, because of all that the Lord has done for us and the great 
favor to the house of Israel that he has shown them according to his 
mercy, according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 8 For he said, 
“Surely they are my people, children who will not act deceitfully,” and 
he became their savior 9 in all their distress. It was no messenger or 
angel but his presence that saved them; in his love and pity it was he 
who redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of 
old. 
 



Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God 
 
ANTHEM: With the Sound of Joyous Singing                    Martin 
With the sound of joyous singing, break the silence of the night, for a 
new day Christ is bringing. Lo, new hope is shining bright. Let the voice 
of music ever sound the peace and joy He brings. Let our song be 
silenced never. Rise and greet the newborn King. With the sound of 
joyous singing, sound the peace and joy He brings. Let the sound of 
joyous singing join with angels shouting praise. Alleluia, sing this day 
of days. Arise your light is beaming. Hope is born, let earth rejoice. 
Christ has come, all hearts redeeming. Let all make a joyful noise. With 
the sound of joyous singing, lift your praise with heart and voice. With 
the sound of joyous singing, come announce the end of strife. Christ has 
come to bring us life. Offer songs of glad thanksgiving. Give to God 
your adoration, praise the Lord, let voices ring. With the sound of 
joyous singing, come and praise the newborn King! 
 
PSALTER: Psalm 148 (NRSV) 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the 
heights! 2 Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host! 3 Praise 
him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars! 4 Praise him, you 
highest heavens and you waters above the heavens! 5 Let them praise 
the name of the Lord, for he commanded and they were created. 6 He 
established them forever and ever; he fixed their bounds, which cannot 
be passed. 7 Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all 
deeps, 8 fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his 
command! 9 Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! 10 Wild 
animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds! 11 Kings of the 
earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! 12 Young men 
and women alike, old and young together! 13 Let them praise the name 
of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; his glory is above earth and 
heaven. 14 He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his 
faithful, for the people of Israel who are close to him. Praise the Lord! 
 
THE EPISTLE READING: Hebrews 2:10-18 (NRSV) 
10 It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, 
in bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their 
salvation perfect through sufferings. 11 For the one who sanctifies and 
those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is 

not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 12 saying, “I will 
proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters; in the midst of the 
congregation I will praise you.” 13 And again, “I will put my trust in 
him.” And again, “Here am I and the children whom God has given 
me.” 14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself 
likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might 
destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and 
free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of 
death. 16 For it is clear that he did not come to help angels but the 
descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to become like his 
brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might become a 
merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a 
sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself 
was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being 
tested. 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God 
 
* HYMN: 281 (Red Hymnal) What Child Is This? 
 
THE GOSPEL: John 1:1-9 (NRSV) 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came 
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the 
light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not overtake it. 6 There was a man sent from God whose name was 
John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might 
believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world.  
Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord 
People:  Glory to You, O God 
 
* HYMN: 255 (Red Hymnal) Lo! How a Rose E'er Blooming 
 
MESSAGE God’s Presence Saved Us     Rev. Dr. James Barnum 
 
 

WE RESPOND IN WORD AND DEED 
 



SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS FOR PRAYER 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND OUR LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. 
 
* HYMN: 259 (Red Hymnal) Angels, from the Realms of Glory V. 1,2,5 
 
CALL TO OFFERTORY 
 
* DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures 
here below; Praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
* PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
God, our Love and our Life, receive our gifts as seeds of gratitude 
for your gift to us in Christ Jesus. Bless these seeds with growth so 
that love will embrace people who feel lost and alone in this season 
and places, fearing they will be overlooked among so much need. 
Be their love and their life, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
* CHRISTMAS CAROL REQUESTS 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
DISMISSAL  Go Now in Peace 
Go now in peace. Never be afraid. God will go with you each hour of 
every day. Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. Know He will 
guide you in all you do. Go now in love, and show you believe. Reach 
out to others so all the world can see. God will be there watching 
from above. Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. Amen, Amen, 
Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

THE WORSHIP IS OVER, LET THE SERVICE BEGIN 
 

Rev. Dr. James Barnum Pastor 
Dr. Gary de Sesa                Director, Ministry of Music 
Dr. Natalie Naylor           Clerk of Session  
Dr. Robert Gilmore                  Treasurer 
 

Kita de Sesa is our Soprano soloist. 
 
Assisting in today’s service is Mary Matos.  
 
Refreshments Host for today is Natalie Naylor. 
 
Next Sunday’s scriptures:  
Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1:10-18 
 

Please be advised: 
The Annual Meeting of the Roslyn Presbyterian Church and 
Congregation will take place on Sunday, Jan. 18 at 11:15 AM. 
 
January Birthdays 
1/8 Helen Lockman 
1/19 Alexander Shimmel  
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR    
Ira Cooper    Katie Zarghami 
Cynthia Randall   Dawn and John de Sesa  
Gary B. de Sesa   Sam Rizzo   
Graziella Girardi   Emmie Shoch   
Judy Mastrangelo & Family  Regina Maria   
Ray Peres    Gerry Catalanello  
Sylvia McAdams   Richie Miranda  
Stefania Cecchini   Alex Palumbo   
Rick Collins and Family  Family of Steven Panzella 
Family of Janine Francolini   Marianne Wagner Rizzo 
Chet Scire    William Cornell  
Lawrence Topel   Willy Geddish 
 

We pray for PEACE in the world and especially the Middle East and a just 
resolution between Ukraine and Russia along with all victims and their 

families from the Gaza-Israeli conflict and all nations that are at war. And as 
we wait for the Lord’s Advent, we pray for all families who are in need, and 

those who are grieving their loved ones lost due to violence. 


