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GATHERING IN COMMUNITY BEFORE GOD 
 
PRELUDE/WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WE PRAISE OUR GOD 
 
* CALL TO WORSHIP          
One:  Arise, shine, for your light has come. 
Many:  The glory of the Lord is upon us. 
One:  Come, worship the Lord of glory. 
All:  Proclaim God’s praise among the nations. 
 
* HYMN: 290 (Red Hymnal) As with Gladness Men of Old 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Eternal God, you placed a star in the sky to draw wise folk to the 
place of Christ’s nativity. You revealed the mystery of your 
eternal purpose for humanity: God made flesh – born of Mary. 
Empower the church to be like the star’s light, drawing the world 
to the glory of Christ our Lord, through whom we pray. Amen. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION/PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
All: Almighty God, you gave light to the world in Jesus Christ, but  
we preferred to live in darkness. Your justice protects the weak 
and distressed, yet we seek the shelter of privilege and power. 
Your peace upholds the oppressed and defenseless, yet we seek the 
security of weapons and retribution. Forgive us our sins and lead  
us to true repentance, may we trust you in all things. 
(Please take a moment for silent reflection.) 
 
(“*” invites all who are able to stand. Bold indicates read in unison.) 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON             
 
* PASSING OF THE PEACE  
 
* GLORIA PATRI  579 (Blue Hymnal) Glory Be to the Father 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it 
was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end 
Amen, Amen. 
 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 
 
PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING 
All: Your Word, O God, comes to us in the translation of ancient 
scripture. Send your Holy Spirit to open our minds with 
understanding and our hearts with wisdom in the name of Jesus 
Christ, your Living Word.  Amen. 
 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: Ephesians 1:3-14 (NRSV) 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world 
to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us for 
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good 
pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of 
his grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9 he has 
made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, 
to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined 
according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according 
to his counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope 
on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, 
when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, 
and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised 
Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption 
as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God 
 



SECOND SCRIPTURE READING: John 1:10-18 (NRSV) 
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet 
the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his 
own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will 
of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of 
grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of 
whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he 
was before me.’ ”) 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace 
upon grace.  17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is the 
only Son, himself God, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has 
made him known. 
Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord 
People:  Glory to You, O God 
 
ANTHEM: Mary, Did You Know?                     Lowry/Green 
Mary, did you know that your baby boy would one day walk on water? 
Mary, did you know that your baby boy would save our sons and 
daughters? Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you 
new? This Child that you've delivered, will soon deliver you. Mary, did 
you know that your baby boy will give sight to a blind man? Mary, did 
you know that your baby boy will calm the storm with his hand? Did 
you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod? When you 
kiss your little baby, you kiss the face of God. The blind will see, the 
deaf will hear, the dead will live again. The lame will leap, the dumb 
will speak, the praises of the Lamb! Mary, did you know that your baby 
boy is Lord of all creation? Mary, did you know that your baby boy 
would one day rule the nations? Did you know that your baby boy is 
heaven's perfect Lamb? That sleeping child you're holding is the great I 
AM? Mary, did you know? 
 
MESSAGE “Consider, Contemplate, As You Desire to Imitate” 

Saint Clare           Rev. Dr. James Barnum 
 
* HYMN: 67 (Blue Hymnal) Brightest and Best of the Sons of the Morning 
 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give our thanks and praise 
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and 
praise...Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with choirs of 
angels, with prophets, apostles and martyrs, and with all the faithful 
of every time and place who forever sing to the glory of your name:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
You are holy .... With thanksgiving, we offer our very selves to you to 
be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to your service. Great is the 
mystery of faith:  
Christ has died, Christ is Risen, Christ will come again.  
 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS  
Because there is one loaf, we, many as we are, are one body; for it is 
one loaf of which we all partake. The bread of Life for God’s people. 
Praise be to God! 
We are reminded that this cup is the cup of the new covenant; this 
new relationship God has invited us to partake in. The cup of the new 
covenant for God’s people. 
Praise be to God! 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
All: Gracious God, you have made us one with all your people in 
heaven and on earth. You have fed us with the bread of life, and 
renewed us for your service. Help us who have shared Christ's 
body and received his cup, to be faithful disciples so that our daily 
living may be part of the life of your kingdom, and our love by 
your love, reaching out into the life of the world. Amen.  
 

HYMN: 170 (Red Hymnal) Give Thanks 
 



WE RESPOND IN WORD AND DEED 
 
SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS FOR PRAYER 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND OUR LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. 
 
* HYMN: 288 (Red Hymnal) We Three Kings 
 
CALL TO OFFERTORY 
 
* DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures 
here below; Praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
* PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
God, our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, we bring our gifts to 
you with grateful hearts. Use these gifts to spread your love in the 
world. Make us a blessing to all those whom we encounter, that the 
life of Christ lives in us. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
DISMISSAL  Go Now in Peace 
Go now in peace. Never be afraid. God will go with you each hour of 
every day. Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. Know He will 
guide you in all you do. Go now in love, and show you believe. Reach 
out to others so all the world can see. God will be there watching 
from above. Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. Amen, Amen, 
Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

THE WORSHIP IS OVER, LET THE SERVICE BEGIN 
 
 

Rev. Dr. James Barnum Pastor 
Dr. Gary de Sesa                Director, Ministry of Music 
Dr. Natalie Naylor           Clerk of Session  
Dr. Robert Gilmore                  Treasurer 
 

Kita de Sesa is our Soprano soloist. 
 
Assisting in today’s service is Cathy Shimmel.  
 
Refreshments Host for today is Cathy Shimmel. 
 
Next Sunday’s scriptures:  
Isaiah 42:1-9; Matthew 3:13-17 
 

Please be advised: 
The Annual Meeting of the Roslyn Presbyterian Church and 
Congregation will take place on Sunday, Jan. 18 at 11:15 AM. 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR    
Ira Cooper    Katie Zarghami 
Cynthia Randall    Dawn and John de Sesa  
Gary B. de Sesa    Sam Rizzo   
Graziella Girardi   Emmie Shoch   
Judy Mastrangelo & Family  Regina Maria   
Ray Peres    Gerry Catalanello  
Sylvia McAdams   Richie Miranda  
Stefania Cecchini   Alex Palumbo   
Rick Collins and Family   Family of Steven Panzella 
Family of Janine Francolini   Marianne Wagner Rizzo 
Chet Scire    William Cornell  
Lawrence Topel    Willy Geddish 
 

We pray for PEACE in the world and especially the Middle East and a just 
resolution between Ukraine and Russia along with all victims and their 

families from the Gaza-Israeli conflict and all nations that are at war. We 
pray for all families who are in need, and those who are grieving their loved 

ones lost due to violence. 
 

 

What tho’ my joys and comforts die? 
The Lord my Saviour liveth;
What tho’ the darkness gather round?
Songs in the night he giveth.

No storm can shake my inmost calm
While to that refuge clinging;
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth,
How can I keep from singing?
  - Robert Lowry


