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And others are those sown among the thorns: these are the ones who 
hear the word, but the cares of the age and the lure of wealth and the 

desire for other things come in and choke the word, and it yields 
nothing. Mark 4:18-19 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 

GATHERING IN COMMUNITY BEFORE GOD 
 
PRELUDE/WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WE PRAISE OUR GOD 
 
* CALL TO WORSHIP                   (Responsive) 
One:  God’s Word is a lamp to our feet; 
Many:  And a light to our path. 
One:  God’s Word is made visible in Christ; 
Many:  In him we are rooted in truth. 
One:  God’s Word is revealed through The Holy Spirit; 
Many:  And lived out in faithful service. 
One:  Come and listen for God’s Word in this time of worship. 
All:  We wait to receive the Word of Life. 
 

* HYMN: 464 (Blue Hymnal) Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God of wisdom, you are the light of the minds that know you, the 
strength of those who serve you, and rest for those who seek you. 
God of growth, you sow and you gather, you tend and you prune, 
you judge and you save. God who tends our lives, we come to you 
in worship, to rest from our responsibilities, to turn from our 
distractions, and to hand over our concerns to you. Nourish us  
with your Word, so that we grow rooted in the presence of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

(“*” invites all who are able to stand. Bold indicates reading or singing in unison.) 

CALL TO CONFESSION/PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
All: Faithful God, you have planted the seeds of faith in us, but we 
confess we have not tended those seeds well. We fail to keep 
studying your Word, satisfied instead with what we think it 
means. We consider that we already know enough, rather than 
pursue deeper encounters with you. Forgive us, God, when we 
think you have nothing more to offer us. 
(Please take a moment for silent reflection.) 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 
* PASSING OF THE PEACE  
 
* GLORIA PATRI  579 (Blue Hymnal) Glory Be to the Father 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it 
was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end 
Amen, Amen. 
 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 
 
PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING 
All: Guide us, O God, by your Word and Spirit, so that we may 
see clearly the way to follow you and have the courage to live by 
your truth revealed in Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 55:1-3, 10-13 (NRSV) 
Hear, everyone who thirsts; come to the waters; and you who have no 
money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money 
and without price. 2 Why do you spend your money for that which is 
not bread and your earnings for that which does not satisfy? Listen 
carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich 
food. 3 Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. 
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love 
for David. 10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and 
do not return there until they have watered the earth, making it bring 
forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11 so 
shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to 
me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose and succeed in 
the thing for which I sent it. 12 For you shall go out in joy and be led 
back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into 
song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 13 Instead of 



the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up 
the myrtle, and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an 
everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God 
 
THE GOSPEL READING: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 (NRSV) 
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 
2 Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat 
there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them 
many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 
4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and 
ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not 
have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of 
soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had 
no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the 
thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and 
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 If 
you have ears, hear!” 18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19 When 
anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the 
evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 
what was sown on the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, 
this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with 
joy, 21 yet such a person has no root but endures only for a while, and 
when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 
immediately falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is 
the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of 
wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for what was 
sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands 
it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in 
another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord 
People:  Glory to You, O God 
 
MESSAGE Let Anyone with Ears Listen! The cares of the world 

and the lure of wealth choke the Word  Rev. Dr. James Barnum 
 
* HYMN: 333 (Blue Hymnal) Seek Ye First 
 
 

WE RESPOND IN WORD AND DEED 
 
SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS FOR PRAYER 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND OUR LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. 
 
CALL TO OFFERTORY 
 
* DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures 
here below; Praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
* PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
God of growing seeds and souls, we offer our gifts in thanksgiving 
for your kindness to us. Bless and multiply them to add to the 
abundance of your love at work in the world. Make them seeds of 
new life to inspire faith in souls they touch, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
* HYMN: 374 (Blue Hymnal) Lord, Make Us Servants of Your Peace 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

THE WORSHIP IS OVER, LET THE SERVICE BEGIN 
 
Rev. Dr. James Barnum Pastor 
Dr. Gary de Sesa                Director, Ministry of Music 
Dr. Natalie Naylor           Clerk of Session  
Dr. Robert Gilmore                  Treasurer 

 
 
 
 



We welcome Theresa Tsai-Petkoff, as pianist, filling in for Dr. Gary 
de Sesa. 
 
Assisting in today’s service is Jonathan Parsons. 
 
Refreshments Host for today is Natalie Naylor. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Important Dates 
Wed, Jul 15         12:00 PM  Bible Study via Zoom 
Wed, Jul 22           1:00 PM  Session Meeting 
 
Next Sunday’s scriptures: 
Isaiah 44:6-8; Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR      
Helen Lockman   Cynthia Randall 
Steve Kirschman   Dawn and John de Sesa  
Gary B. de Sesa   Sam Rizzo 
Emmie Shoch    Regina Maria   
Ray Peres    Gerry Catalanello  
Sylvia McAdams   Stefania Cecchini   
Family of Steven Panzella  Family of Janine Francolini   
Chet Scire    William Cornell  
Lawrence Topel   Willy Geddish  
Jasmina & Jaiden Allen  Paula Liscio 
Dr. Klaus Dittmar 
 
We pray for PEACE in the world and especially the Middle East and a 

just resolution between Iran and our country; Ukraine and Russia; 
along with all victims and their families from the Gaza/Lebanon-

Israeli conflict and all nations that are at war. We pray for all families 
who are in need, and those who are grieving their loved ones. 


