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Upcoming Dates
Sun 12/1
First Sunday in Advent and
Communion, Rev. Marjory Roth
Sun 12/8, 15, 22
Rev. Marjory Roth
Sat 12/14
Christmas dinner, 6 pm. Share
food, fellowship, and carol singing
Tue 12/24
Christmas Eve service
at 5:30 pm, Rev. Marjory Roth
Sun 12/29
Rev. Marjory Roth
Sun 1/5
Rev. Bahig Peter, Communion
Sun 1/12
Rev. Eleanor Dixson-Hobbes
Sun 1/19
Rebecca Stevens-Walter
Sun 1/26
Rev. Ralph Wright, Annual
Meeting of RPC following the
worship service

Connect with us:
516.621.3139
RoslynPresbyterianChurch@gmail.com

www.RoslynPresbyterianChurch.com

Roslyn Presbyterian Church

News From the Clerk and Session
S unday,

December 1st is the beginning of Advent leading up to our
celebration of the bir th of Christ. The Reverend Marjor y Roth will be
leading our ser vices throughout December, including our Christmas Eve
ser vice on December 24 at 5:30 pm with special music. We will gather on
Saturday evening, December 14 at 6 pm for dinner prepared by the
Nurture Committee. Come enjoy the fellowship and sing Christmas carols
with Gar y at the piano. We look forward to seeing you at our ser vices.

In

Januar y we will have a number of different ministers (see schedule
on p. 4). Our Annual Meeting traditionally is held after the ser vice on the
last Sunday in Januar y (the 26th in 2020). Please mark your calendar now
and make a special effort to attend.

At

our November 24 joint ser vice with Kalam, their Mandarin
minister Dai Lu preached and Elder Warren Soare assisted in the ser vice .
(John Pan explained that Mandarin is the official Chinese language and
Taiwanese the dialect spoken in Taiwan; Kalam has separate Sunday
ser vices in each language.) The Thanksgiving feast following the ser vice
featured an abundance of food. Kalam expects their new pastor Reverend
Wu to arrive in New York on December 16. He will lead all their ser vices.

We

miss the Lu family who moved to Michigan in June . Stephen was
on the Session, preached for us several times, and often joined the choir
(sometimes holding their infant). Grace was a faithful Sunday school
teacher and has provided news about the Lu family for this Newsletter
(see p. 5).

L ouise

Dunbar was another faithful member of our church who
transferred her membership a few years ago. She had commuted to RPC
many years from her home in the Bronx and ser ved as treasurer for
(continued)
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News From the Clerk and Session (continued)
several years before she transferred to the nearby Riverdale Presbyterian Church. As she wrote
recently, she wasn’t the first one to make that move. She sent us an excerpt from the Riverdale
Church’s histor y, indicating that the Rev. John Van Zanten went from the Roslyn Presbyterian Church to
the Riverdale church in 1958.
A Stewardship letter was mailed on November 5 which included a card for your estimate of giving
in 2020. We asked that the Stewardship cards be returned by December 1 to enable our treasurer to
draw up a budget for the coming year. You can submit at any time; additional cards are available at the
table where you enter the church. Envelopes make it easy for you (and the church) to keep track of
your donations (you’ll receive reports quar terly from Dwight Dyer, our Financial Secretar y). The yearend summar y will be helpful when you are doing your income taxes. Some people make their donations
monthly rather than weekly and a few have their bank mail a designated amount directly to the church.
Stewardship is not only financial suppor t. Your time and talents are impor tant also. There are many
ways to contribute—hosting the coffee hour after the ser vice , assisting in the ser vice by reading the
scriptures, in December lighting the advent candles (volunteers are welcome), singing in the choir,
donating flowers, contributing food for the hungr y, and not least of all, by your presence at our
ser vices and during the coffee hour. As the November 12 “Company’s coming” letter from the Growth
Committee put it, your attendance is impor tant for our “vital boutique congregation.”
Our church mission extends beyond our walls. Donations to the Food Pantr y of the Long Island
Council of Churches (LICC) are always welcome , but we make a special effor t at this time of year.
Shopping bags have been in the pews or on the table at the back to fill. A special offering this fall was
collected for the Presbyterian Peace and Global Witness and our local Missions Committee headed by
Warren Soare directed financial contributions from their budgeted funds to the LICC Food Pantr y and
for gift cards to families ser ved by Winthrop Hospital’s Cancer Center for Kids.
As you know, there is limited parking right next to the church. Those who are able to walk should
leave spaces in the circle and by the sidewalk in front of the church for those who have difficulty
walking or have food to carr y. In addition to parking on the street, large lots are nearby next to the
librar y (which doesn’t open until 1 pm on Sunday) or down in the park, just beyond the church. If you
are able, the little extra walking is good for you and much appreciated by those who find it harder to
walk longer distances.
Bible study has been meeting on Wednesday Mornings at 10 am in the Nor th Room led by Colin
Thompson. They are taking a vacation in December and will resume in Januar y. The Congregational
Spotlight this issue features Dwight and Emily Dyer (p. 3).
The Rev. John Krahn who was our pulpit supply on November 17 brought with him a selection of
the many books he has written which were available in the Nor th Room after the ser vice . His latest,
Great Thoughts, is available free to download as a pdf file if you send him your request at
Krahns@msn.com. You’ll enjoy browsing pithy statements and quotations, which are arranged topically.
Natalie Naylor, Clerk of Session and Newsletter Editor pro tem
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Congregational Spotlight
Dwight and Emily Dyer
In the summer of 1959 the Dyers moved from Norman, Oklahoma to Glen Head, Long Island. Dwight
had left his position as an Assistant Professor of Music Education at the University of Oklahoma to
participate in fresh challenges that the New York musical scene offered. He found a waiting school position
with an arts-friendly administration, talented students and with interesting performing opportunities for both
Emily and himself. Ultimately, he found his new position on Long Island such a good fit that he remained in
it for the next thirty-one years.
Emily's orchestral experience in Oklahoma as well as her violin teaching was readily accepted by her
new colleagues, and she developed a busy performance and teaching career through the years.
As time passed Emily and Dwight became the parents of David, Dale and Diana. They were each
good students and also developed their musical skills to the professional level. David and Diana are both
long-time members of the Toledo, Ohio, Symphony Orchestra. Dale has turned his principal interest to
painting, and now illustrates bird guides for major academic publishers.
The Dyer's first contact with the Roslyn Presbyterian Church
came about because two elderly sisters living in the apartment above,
not having transportation of their own, and probably looking for a ride
to church, suggested the Roslyn Presbyterian Church. We attended
services there and liked what we saw. The church was very busy.
There were two well-attended worship services each Sunday and a
large Sunday School with classes for every age level.
After we had attended a few services we were visited at home by the pastor, Tom Stewart. He talked
with us about the Roslyn church and inquired about our family, and we chatted about the news of the day.
He seemed genuinely interested in us and listened to our questions and opinions. It was obvious to us that
he was well informed and very intelligent. He had come to invite us to attend the Roslyn church, but it all
seemed more a friendly gesture than a sales pitch. As we accompanied him from our home the sky began
to display colors and shapes in strange and moving patterns. It was the Aurora Borealis. We had never seen
it before nor have we seen it since, but at that time it almost seemed to be an omen, and we made certain
to be attendance the following Sunday.
(continued)
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Congregational Spotlight (continued)
Membership in the church has been a blessing and a challenge for us over the past sixty years. The
message of Christ it has brought us has been a comfort, but it has also reminded us of the service to our
fellow man that has lagged. We have loved the many people that we have met in the church, and we have
been loved by them, but the church is not club for members only. We need to look further beyond our own
walls.
Personally, we have been honored to contribute as long-time choir members, Sunday School teachers, as
elders and as members of the session. Dwight still serves as the church Financial Officer and Emily still sings
in the choir.

Schedule of Upcoming Services and Ministers
Dec . 1 – First Sunday in Advent and Communion – Reverend Marjor y Roth
Dec . 8, 15, a nd 22 – Reverend Marjor y Roth
Dec . 14 – Saturday, Christmas dinner, 6 pm. Share food, fellowship, and carol singing
Dec . 24 – Christmas Eve ser vice at 5:30 pm – Reverend Marjor y Roth
Dec . 29 – Reverend Marjor y Roth
J a n . 5 – Reverend Bahig Peter, Communion.
Rev. Peter has been pastor of
Presbyterian churches in Queens and in Cairo, Eg ypt. He is a New York City teacher
and lives in Glendale , Queens.
J a n . 1 2 – R eve re n d E l e an or D i x on - H ob b e s re t u r n s t o ou r p u l p i t . S h e i s t h e for m e r
p a stor of St . P a u l A M E Ch u rc h in R o c k v i l l e C e n t re w h o i s o n a n a dmi ni st rat i ve
sabbatical.
J a n . 1 9 – R e b e c c a S t eve n s- Wal t e r i s an I n t e r ge n e r at i on al Wor sh i p E du c at or w h o i s
curren tly the In ter im Co o rd in a to r fo r F a mi ly, C h i l d re n , a n d Yo u t h a t We st End
Collegi ate C hurc h in M a n h a tta n .
J a n 2 6 – Reverend Ral ph Wri ght returns to the pul pi t; Annual Meeti ng of the Roslyn
Presbyterian Church following the worship ser vice .
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News from the Lu Family
Our family’s transition to Michigan has felt quite smooth, all things considered. We are experiencing so
much provision from the Lord. Our neighbors here in Birmingham, MI have been helpful and friendly, including
the bus stop parents whom we see every weekday morning. Apphia (second grade) and Matthias
(Kindergarten) look forward to going to school every day. They have also been able to continue their music
and swim lessons here, which they still enjoy. Junia started to walk right before she turned 18 months in
October and is building her vocabulary and exploration of the world every day. She loves to wave to
everyone - in the library, stores, and outside in the neighborhood. Stephen’s fellowship at Beaumont Hospital
has turned out to be just what he hoped for. He is able to do interesting cases, grow in his confidence and
competence as a surgeon, and have freedom to grow in independence thanks to his attending Dr. Chaiyasate
who is a great fit as a teacher for Stephen’s personality and this stage in his career.
We became members at New City Presbyterian Church in Royal Oak, nearby, and joined a small group
where we can grow in intimacy with other church members. It is also logistically possible for our whole
family to attend every other week, which we so appreciate, partly thanks to Stephen’s less harried work
schedule. While being a newcomer is not easy, we can see signs of the Lord’s mercy - being invited to dinner
early on, having a new friend reach out, having a trustworthy small group to share prayer requests with when we have felt lonely, lacking community, or stuck.
We all miss our friendships in New York, including the kids (although they are happy to still have each
other as their best playmates for now). We miss our church family at Roslyn Presbyterian and wonder how
each of you is faring, remembering conversations we have had that could have continued.
We covet your prayers for Stephen’s current job search for next year - that the Lord would lead him in
every step of the process. We would also love your prayers for continuing growth in our family relationships
- our marriage, our relationships with the kids, and the relationships between the kids. Daily life can be so
messy and it is hard to keep sight of the Lord’s love that covers over a multitude of sins (1 Peter 4:8).
Lastly, parts of Psalm 18 (verses 2, 6, 16, and 19) have been on my heart. We pray and hope that the
Lord proves to be your rock and refuge in whatever situation you are facing.
With love,
Grace, Stephen, Apphia, Matthias, Junia
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