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A Note from Pastor Marjory

Epiphany was celebrated on January 6, 2021. This is 
when we acknowledge and remember the arrival of the 
Magi in Bethlehem; when the Magi meet Jesus. Although 
we celebrate the Magi on Christmas Eve and in our 
Nativity scene, the Magi actually arrived several years 
after Jesus' birth. The Magi arrive at Jesus' house. They 
meet Jesus, speak with Mary and Joseph and then begin 
their long journey home on a different route . Epiphany 
is the moment in 
which God's truth 
i s revea led . The 
Magi had been on 
a l o n g j o u r n e y 
following the star 
(a sign) and trusting that God would reveal to them 
the new King. Epiphany is not when they arrived and 
saw Jesus, but when they realized that this was God's 
truth. The infant Jesus was not the King they thought 
they would meet. They arrived at the Palace first, only 
to find no prince there. Yet the truth God reveals in 
Jesus is much more profound. Though Jesus, we were al l 
made worthy of God's redeeming Grace.

(continued on page 2)



Roslyn Presbyterian Church Page 2

Newsletter                                                January 2021

Besides 2020 being a year, it is also what we consider to be perfect 
vision (20/20).  Yet, 2020 was anything but perfect. It was an unpredictable 
year. As we enter 2021, we have less uncertainty - we are already aware of 
the pandemic , the vaccine is offering hope and we have already spent a year 
doing things differently. Despite the fact that 2020 was not anything l ike we 
imagined, God's truth was sti l l  revealed to us. We had the opportunity to 
l isten to God in new ways in 2020. As a church, we have had to respond to 
the pandemic by changing our ways. God's truth has reminded us we do not 
have to meet in person for the Holy to work. God's truth has reminded us 
that we don't need a church building to be the church. God's truth is 
speaking in each of our l ives.

I  challenge you, as we enter 2021, to think about what God's truth is 
revealing to you. How God's truth is working in your l ives. Let us spend 
this year working on l iving out God's truth. The Magi followed the star, 
trusting in the sign. The journey to God's truth revealed is not always an 
easy one, but it is always worth it .

Many Blessings,
Rev. Dr. Marjory J . Roth

A Note from Pastor Marjory (continued)
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The Annual Meeting of the Roslyn Presbyterian Church will be held on Sunday, January 31 at 11:30 am 
virtually, via Zoom, following the 10 am service. Details about joining will be emailed closer to the date. You can 
attend via computer or call to listen (and speak) on your telephone. Reports for the year 2020 will be available in 
advance. If you are responsible for preparing a report, please send it to the office asap. 

We resumed in-person services on October 18, while continuing virtual services online. The latter are 
pre-recorded and on YouTube to provide better quality. Many more people are attending our services online, 
whether accessed from an emailed link, on Facebook Live, or from our website (under Worship). The weekly 
bulletin and hymns (words and music) are also available online. The Roth children 
assisted in the Christmas Eve service and the de Sesas provided beautiful music—it 
was a delight to hear Gary on the organ, son Gary Bouroff playing the violin, and Kita 
singing. Elizabeth de Sesa and Kita were also readers at the recorded online service. 

We would like to better connect with those who watch our services. To 
receive email reminders about our services and Newsletters, contact 
RoslynPresbyterianOffice@gmail.com. 

Stewardship letters were mailed in November. Many thanks to those who 
returned a card with an estimate of giving in 2021, which assist the treasurer in 
drawing up the budget. If you would like to have a box of dated and numbered 
envelopes, and have not received them in the past, just contact the church office, at 
RoslynPresbyterianOffice@gmail.com or phone 516-621-3139 (leave a message).

Pastor Marjory provided a printed Advent devotional to everyone who is on our postal mailing list. We 
also had several mid-week Advent candle lighting Zoom meetings. 

Many thanks to those who decorated the church and Christmas tree in the back of the sanctuary after the 
service on Sunday, November 29. 

David Forquer who recently retired from the faculty at Georgia State in November sent us several 
documents from our church. His enrollment in the Cradle Roll and Certificates of Promotion from the Nursery 
Department and Kindergarten were signed by the Rev. John Van Zanten and Rev. Thomas Stewart. He wrote 
that he enjoyed reading about Betty Carbonaro in the October Newsletter whom he remembered from years 
ago. Thank you, David, for sending these documents from our church’s history.

Our condolences to Suzan on the death of her husband, Dick Chou on December 21. Pastor Marjory 
officiated at the funeral and interment at Pinelawn Cemetery on December 23.  Suzan has been a faithful member 
of our choir (when we were able to have a choir). 

Dorothy Lindenberg, a long-time member of our church, died on November 8 at the age of 99. Our 
condolences to her daughter, Diane Lindenberg. 

Don’t forget to mark on your calendar the virtual Annual Meeting on January 31st via Zoom. 

—Natalie Naylor, Clerk of Session (Natalie.Naylor@Hofstra.edu)

News From the Clerk and Session



Newsletter                                                January 2021

Congregational Spotlight
Maya Leibfreid

As most of you know by now, Ron and I are from Pittsburgh, where I was born into a warm, 
loving, child-centered family.  My brother was just a year older, and my sister came along ten 
years after me.  My parents bought a house in the South Hills suburbs at the end of WWII, where 
they attended the second meeting to start Westminster Presbyterian Church. Both parents 
became very active in the growing congregation; much of our family life was centered there. 
Besides that, we were blessed with a very large extended family of grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
and cousins. You could say, “It took a village. .  . .”

School was what I loved!  My job was to excel.  I loved French and working with children, so I 
went to Allegheny College near Erie, Pennsylvania, and prepared to teach French in the 
elementary school.  Later I earned a Master’s at the University of Pittsburgh.  Ron and I were in 
the same first grade class, and though we were later in different schools, we ended our senior 
year in the same home room.  At that time, Ron was a man about the town playing jazz gigs, and 
I was still a shy, sheltered girl.  We began dating years later after a reunion and soon married.  

We have been truly blessed with two wonderful children.  Our son lives just outside of 
Washington, DC, but in ordinary times we see him eleven months of the year.  Our daughter 
Laura and only grandchild live here in New York, thus our move to be near her in Brooklyn 
because, as she said, “You are getting sooo old!”

I left teaching to raise my children, then returned for 18 years after Laura reached middle 
school.  My job wasn’t work, not the dreaded Monday morning with another week ahead.  Instead 
I thoroughly enjoyed the challenge of teaching the basics along with good life habits, delighted in 
seeing the children grow.  

Retirement wasn’t something I had planned for years, as 
the young people seem to do today.  So I have really 
appreciated all the traveling in the U.S. and Europe that we’ve 
done.  Both Ron and I enjoy museums and historical places. 
Since Long Island has so much interesting history, we are 
fortunate to have settled here.  My favorite new pastime is 
being a grandmother to an amazing five-year-old grandson. 
My hobbies are volunteer work, reading, cooking, knitting, and 
keeping in touch with friends and family.  Once life returns to 
normal, I hope to be active at Roslyn Presbyterian Church.
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A Bit of Our Church History
The Roslyn Presbyterian Church was organized in 1849, but our current building dates from 1928. 

The earlier (1851) building survives as a private house on its original site at 33 East Broadway (minus the steeple). 

“By around 1920 the increasing Roslyn Presbyterian congregation began to outgrow the small building on 
East Broadway which had to serve as church and Sunday School. A report dated March 5, 1922, prepared as 
required by the Presbytery of Brooklyn-Nassau, discussed the deplorable condition of the building and stated that 
a new edifice had been considered for “many years.” There existed a “strong sentiment and desire” for such a 
new church building, and those feelings had “caused an indifference to upkeep and a consequent neglect of the 
present structure and its interior furnishings.”. . . The condition of the building is a constant source of discomfort 
and shame to ourselves and our would-be friends.” The most substantial complaints, however, were not 
structural at all, but dealt with “faded, stained and peeling wall paper,” incessant dust arising from worn-out 
carpets too fragile for cleaning, and general disrepair resulting from overuse.

“This appeal must have had its effect, for in November, 1922, the church bought the site of their present 
building on the west side of East Broadway from the Roslyn Neighborhood Association (Records, Roslyn 
Presbyterian Church); plans were drawn in 1924, and after a hiatus of four years, the cornerstone was laid in May, 
1928, and the building completed in July.

“The 1928 building is an impressive example of Colonial Revival architecture and certainly, the focal point 
of the church is the steeple rising above the full-height pedimented portico. Towering above the treetops of the 
neighboring park, the steeple is an easily recognizable Roslyn landmark. Members of the congregation pass 
through a double-leaf entrance set in an elaborate Colonial Revival surround with a broken pediment. Located 
along both sides of the sanctuary, the large arched windows provide for a light-filled sanctuary.”

—From Roslyn Landmark Society, House Tour Guide, 2004 
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