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Upcoming Ministers

Sun 10/6
World Communion Sunday,
Rev. Marjory Roth

Sun 10/13 
Rev. Ralph B. Wright

Sun 10/20
Rev. Lawrence Swenson

Sun 10/27
Rev. Eleanor Dixson-Hobbes

Sun 11/3
David Brackett

Sun 11/10
Rev. Marjory Roth

Sun 11/17
Rev. Dr. John Krahn

Sun 11/24
Joint Thanksgiving Service 
10:30am with Kalam Church

Sun 12/1-29
Rev. Marjory Roth

Connect with us: 
516.621.3139
RoslynPresbyterianChurch@gmail.com

www.RoslynPresbyterianChurch.com

 The Roslyn Session organized an Interim Search Committee 

at its September meeting consisting of Robert Gilmore, Helen 
Lockman, and Katie Zarghami from the Session and Gary de Sesa 
and Colin Thompson from the congregation. Natalie Naylor 
arranges pulpit supply for Sunday services; the upcoming 
schedule is in this issue. Do join us Sunday mornings for 
stimulating and spiritually satisfying worship experiences.

B ible study has resumed on Wednesday mornings at 10 am.  

Colin Thompson is leading the group, which is focusing on the 
book of Romans. All are invited to attend in the North Room.

The Session authorized a special offering for Peace & 

Global Witness, on the recommendation of the Miss ions 
Committee (Elders Jennifer Schaper and Warren Soare). Flyers 
are in the Sunday bulletins about this offering. You can contribute 
by using one of the pew envelopes or one of the Deacons’ Fund 
envelopes (if you have a box of envelopes) and marking it 
“Peace .” This of fer ing is tradit ional ly received on World 
Communion Sunday, which is October 6.  Also approved were 
donations of $200 to the Long Island Council of Churches Food 
Pantry and $300 to Winthrop Hospital’s Cancer Care for Kids.
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News From the Clerk and Session (continued)

The Session at its September meeting unanimously accepted Maya Leibfreid as a 

new member of Roslyn Presbyterian Church by Letter of Transfer from the Westminster 

Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh. Myra has been attending our services for some time, 

has hosted coffee hour, and donated flower memorials. We will celebrate her 

membership in the near future.

The Reverend James (Jim) Barnum, has been appointed Moderator for the Roslyn 

Session by the Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry. He has been pastor at the Bellmore 

Presbyterian Church for more than 30 yrs. Patricia Francis, an Elder in the Roosevelt 

Memorial Church, continues as our liaison with the CoM (she attended services in 

Roslyn on August 25 and September 1).

Don’t miss the Congregational Spotlight on Gary and Kita de Sesa in this issue. 

Aren’t we fortunate to have such talent in our congregation?  Gary is our music director, 

pianist and organist and Kita the soprano in our choir. Both are Elders who have served 

on the Session. 

The ladies in our Women’s Society plan to use some of the funds in their treasury 

to have the curtains between the sanctuary and North Room cleaned. They discussed 

purchasing a new grill for our picnics, but first are asking if anyone has a gas grill in good 

condition (the one used in September was literally on its last legs and has to be 

discarded). Also, looking ahead, they would welcome a gently-used small artificial 

Christmas tree. If you have either of these items you could contribute to the church, 

please call Helen Lockman (516-883-0799) or the church office (516-621-3139). 

Our traditional joint Thanksgiving service with Kalam will be on Sunday, November 

24 at 10:30 am. The sermon will be delivered by the Reverend Dai with an English 

translation provided. The service will be followed by a dinner featuring Chinese dishes as 

well as turkey and all the fixings. Our congregation is providing desserts and decorating. 

If you can assist, speak to Helen Lockman. At this time, we especially welcome 

contributions of food for the Long Island Council of Churches Food Pantry. 

Natalie Naylor, Clerk of Session (and Newsletter editor pro tem)



Newsletter              October2019

Roslyn Presbyterian Church Page 3

Dr. Gary de Sesa, musical director, pianist, conductor, composer, author and teacher, received 

his Ph.D. in music from New York University and was elected to Kappa Delta Phi. He is a graduate of 

Music & Art High School (now LaGuardia High School) and also the Juilliard School, where he received 

his B.M., B.S., and M.M. degrees as a scholarship student. He was awarded a teaching fellowship for 

four consecutive years, and was elected to Who's Who Among Students in American Universities and 

Colleges. Dr. de Sesa’s Ph.D. dissertation on Leonard Bernstein’s MASS was acclaimed by the composer 

as “moving—not only a labor of love, but a deeply thought-out exegesis .” As a concert pianist, Dr. de 

Sesa has performed in all the major concert halls in New York City including Alice Tully Hall, Carnegie 

Hall, and Merkin Concert Hall. He has also appeared at the Caramoor, Ambler, Aspen, Verbier, and 

Siena summer music festivals . Dr. de Sesa was first-place winner in the prestigious Bach International 

Competition and Mason and Hamlin Competition. Dr. de Sesa is a published author and was a winner 

of the Columbia Records Recording Artists' Search, cited for his "unique talents as a performer, and his 

musical quality, distinctiveness, and depth of expression." As a conductor, Dr. de Sesa has been 

associated with the Juilliard Chorus, the Collegiate Chorale, and the 

American and New York Opera choruses. He has also acted as 

Associate Director of the Manhattan Borough-wide Chorus and has 

been a guest conductor of the Southern Indiana Orchestra and 

Chorus. Dr. de Sesa was the Associate Director of the Columbia 

University Glee Club for fifteen years. 

A composer as well, Dr. de Sesa was invited to perform his 

Jewish ser vice, “Shabbat Joy, Shabbat Peace” and his “New Russian 

Anthem,” in the major concert halls of Moscow and St. Petersburg, 

along with performances as a pianist and conductor. His works 

were broadcast throughout Russia on Russian national television and radio. He was accompanied by 

his wife, soprano Kita Bouroff and his son, Gar y, a violinist, both of whom also performed extensively. 

“Shabbat Joy, Shabbat Peace” has also been performed in Merkin Hall, Alice Tully Hall, and at temples 

in New Jersey, Westchester, Massachusetts, and California and was a winner in the American Jewish 

Song Festival. Dr. de Sesa also has Juilliard Theatre and Radio City Music Hall credits . 

Dr. de Sesa was a choral director and theatre director in Half Hollow Hills for thirty-four years, 

where he was recognized for his dedication to his students by having been chosen the recipient of the 

PTA's Jenkins award and three times elected to Who's Who Among America’s Teachers. Dr. de Sesa is 

one of a few directors who have New York State certification to teach Theatre. 

Congregational Spotlight
Gary and Kita de Sesa



 Dr. de Sesa is presently the Organist and Choir Director of both the Roslyn Presbyterian 

Church and Temple Beth David in Commack.

Kita Bouroff de Sesa, director, choreographer, singer, and actress, was born in Paris of Russian parents. 

She received her music, drama, and dance training at the High School of Performing Arts (now LaGuardia) and 

the Juilliard School, where she worked with legendary masters such as Martha Hill, Jose Limon, and Martha 

Graham in dance; Jennie Tourel and Vincent La Selva in voice; and John Houseman in theater. She performed 

Musetta/Mimi in La Boheme with the New York Grand Opera, Sonja in The Merry Widow, and Rosalinda in Die 

Fledermaus with the Manhattan Opera Singers. In stock shows, audiences have seen her as the leading lady in 

West Side Story, My Fair Lady, Music Man, and Guys and Dolls. She was a soloist at Radio City Music Hall for 

seven years, as well as choreographer and made her Broadway debut in Desert Song followed by Lerner/Lane’s 

Carmelina, directed by Jose Ferrer. She has television commercial credits, film credits with Gene Hackman in 

Power and Robin Williams in Moscow on the Hudson, as well as soap opera credits on One Life To Live and All 

My Children. Concertizing with her husband, Gary de Sesa, has taken her to Caracas, Puerto Rico, Paris, Siena, 

Montreal, Quebec, the major concert halls of Manhattan, and most recently with their son to Moscow and St. 

Petersburg. 

Kita has her Master’s in Guidance Counseling and practiced at Huntington High School, where she headed 

the Fresh Start program and at St. Francis Prep, where she created the youth advocacy program, S.H.O.C.K. 

(Saving the Health of our Communities and Kids), which won national awards and had national television 

coverage. Her students were invited to train spin-off groups in Washington, D.C., Maryland, Florida, upstate New 

York, and New York City. Kita was elected to Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers. She directed and 

choreographed shows in Half Hollow Hills for more than thirty years and has also directed shows in the Hicksville 

and Bellmore-Merrick school districts. Kita’s passion for the voice and theatre prepared private students from 

Nassau, Suffolk, and New York City for school and Broadway auditions, as well as New York State School Music 

Association (NYSSMA) adjudication and college entrance auditions. Her students garnered lead roles and were 

accepted as scholarship students at the colleges of their choice.

Gary de Sesa and Kita de Sesa have directed over 100 shows together. They joined the faculty of 

Five Towns College in the fall of 2010 as Associate Professors in the Theatre Department and have directed 

performances of Aladdin and Broadway Bound. 

Congregational Spotlight (continued) 
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Oct. 6  – World Communion Sunday, Rev. Mar jor ie Roth leads the Glenwood Li fe  
Center based at  the former Glenwood Landing Church. Under the Presbyter ian United 
Adult  Min istr ies , th is  col laborat ive community space intersects  with neighbors through 
the ar ts , wel lness , sp ir i tua l i ty, and understanding . 

Oct. 13  – Rev. Ra lph B. Wright ser ved Presbyter ian churches most recent ly  in  Yaphank 
and Merr ick as a  tentmaker, i .e . he had another career as wel l  (“tentmaker” is  the 
tradit iona l  term). Now ret ired from the min istr y, he worked for many years for the 
Red Cross . 

Oct. 20  – Rev. Lawrence Swenson has been ordained for twenty years and has been a 
min ister at  var ious Methodist  and community churches and a chapla in at  the Nassau 
County Correct iona l  Center and Juveni le  Detent ion Center. This  wi l l  be h is  twel f th 
t ime as supply preacher in Roslyn , though i t ’s  been severa l  years s ince he’s  been here .

Oct. 27  – Rev. E leanor Dixson-Hobbes who preached for us on September 29 wi l l  
return to our pulp i t . She is  orda ined in the Afr ican Methodist  Episcopal  (AME) Church.

Nov.  3  –  David Brackett  i s  studying to become a Commiss ioned Rul ing E lder ( lay 
leader) . He led our ser v ice on September 15 and many met h im at  our p icn ic  that  day. 
He is  a  former member of  our church who now worships at  the Merr ick Presbyter ian 
Church.

Nov. 10  – Rev. Mar jor y Roth wi l l  return (see Oct . 6) .

Nov. 17  – The Rev. Dr. John Krahn has been a Lutheran minister for 50 years . He is  
current ly  cont inuing h is  min istr y by writ ing Christ ian books , inc luding From Sur v i v ing to  
Thr i v ing : A Pract i ca l  Gu ide to  Rev i ta l ize Your  Church .

Nov. 24  – Jo int  Thanksg iv ing ser v ice with Kalam Christ ian Church at  10:30 a .m. Their  
Mandar in min ister, Reverend Dai  wi l l  preach (Eng l i sh trans lat ion provided) , fo l lowed by 
the tradit iona l  jo int  Thanksg iv ing d inner.

Dec. 1  – F irst  Sunday in Advent . We welcome back Rev. Mar jor y Roth (see Oct . 6)  
who wi l l  lead our Sunday ser v ices throughout December and our Christmas Eve 
ser v ice on December 24th.

Schedule of Ministers for Upcoming Services
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At  our service on September 15,  David Brackett provided an interest ing 
“Not for chi ldren only” lesson.  He had a number of  i tems in brown bags.  Jenni fer 
Schaper picked out a few for her son Alex who was home sick and David 
explained the meaning of  each.  Here’s  the complete l ist :  

A Snickers candy to remind you to laugh every day.
A st ick of  gum to give you St ick-to- it-ness.
A Li fesaver to keep you from drowning in your problems.
A Hershey’s  Kiss to remember you are loved.
A candle:  to remind you that you are l ight in the world.
A rubber band — to be flexible!
Erasers:  we al l  make mistakes,  but God lets us start over.
Cotton bal l :  to remember to keep our hearts soft .
A Band-aid:  to remind you to heal  hurt feel ings.
A mint:  To remind you that you are worth a mint to God and your family.
A penci l :  to l ist  your bless ings every day.
A toothpick to pick out the good in l i fe .

David said he got the idea from a website,  “Sermons for Kids.”

A Sunday School Lesson: 
“A Kit from God to Succeed at School and in Life”


