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We use the phrase "I am" throughout our daily 
interactions, often just to let people know what 
we are doing or feeling. I might find myself saying, 
"I am just finishing this up and I will be with you," 
or my children's famous line, "I am hungry."  

I  am currently preaching a series on the "I am" 
statements that God and Jesus make throughout 
our Bible. Our series is but a small sample of the 
statements from God in the Old Testament and 
Jesus in the New Testament in which we are told 
directly who God is. 

Moses encounters God a t the 
burning bush and the name that God 
g ives i s " I am." From there , th i s 
expansive idea of our God begins. Jesus 
uses this formula of "I am" to further 
t e a ch ( a nd pe rh ap s con f u s e ) t h e 
disciples. 

Upcoming Events

Sundays
10am Sunday Services

In Person & Online

Wednesdays
10am Weekly Bible Study 

In Person at Church

A Note from Pastor Marjory

(continued)
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How we define God in our own lives is reflected in our faith and 
our practices. Do we live into the Great I Am? Or do we limit the 
power of God by giving God a name that quantifies what is possible 
with God? 

Come and listen, in person or online, as we explore some of the 
passages in which Jesus and God use the "I am" as a name for the 
Holy. 

 
Many Blessings,

Rev. Dr. Marjory J. Roth

A Note from Pastor Marjory (continued)

We will be starting a Whole Church Book Club, the purpose of 
which is get the church talking about where we are going. And to think 

about some long-term goals in our lives as well as for the church.

The book will be Sailboat Church: Helping Your Church 
Rethink Its Mission and Practice, by Joan S. Gray, and is available 
on Kindle or at the church for pickup. It would be wonderful if everyone 
read it. The Book Club will be held via Zoom every other Tuesday at 7pm 

beginning Oct. 11, Oct. 25, Nov. 8 and 22, Dec. 6 and 20.
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On World Wide Communion Sunday, October 2, we wil l participate in our 
national (PCUSA) church’s special offering for Peace & Global Witness. Flyers 
on the offering have been available for several weeks in church which 
describe how the offering is used to “confront systems of injustice and 
promote reconci l i a t ion .” Use the spec ia l enve lopes or ident i fy your 
contribution for this worthy cause. We continue to support the Long Island 
Council of Churches Emergency Food Center with donations of non-
perishable food. Maya Leibfreid recently brought 50 pounds of food to the 
Center.

On June 12, we had a luncheon in the North Room after 
the worship service . Helen Lockman and Katie Zarghami, co-
chairs of our Nurture Committee, coordinated the lunch.

During the summer we welcomed several former members 
at our worship services and had the opportunity to renew associations during 
coffee hour. In July, we were pleased to see Nancy Ulrich, who now lives in 
Colorado. She was mentioned (and her photo included) in our November 
2021 Newsletter. (Past Newsletters are available on our website .) Louise 
Dunbar, a former RPC elder and treasurer, visited in August when her home 
church in Riverdale , NYC held vir tual services. Most recently Dylan 
McKibbins who grew up in our church attended. (Long-time members wil l 
recall his father Paul McKibbins who was an elder and served as summer 
pianist for many years.) Rachel Fox and her son Dylan (now tal ler than his 
grandmother, Katie Zarghami) attended the same Sunday as well ; they are 
now living in Georgia. 

We were fortunate to have member Josephine (“Jojo”) Gencorell i  as our 
guest pianist during the summer. The Rev. Dr. Antionette Walrond and the Rev. 
Joan Finck were guest ministers during Pastor Marjory’s vacation. Each had 
preached here previously. Our appreciation also to Soraya Gage who handled 
the AV recording at their services.  On Sunday, July 3 we had a hymn sing. 
During that service I spoke briefly about John Newton, the English author of 

News From the Clerk and Session

(continued)
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News From the Clerk and Session (continued)

“Amazing Grace,” one of the hymns we sang that day. In this issue is an 
account of Fanny Crosby, an American woman who wrote “Blessed Assurance” 
and other famil iar hymns.

Edith Van Raalte relocated from the Amsterdam in Port Washington to 
New York City in August to be closer to her son. Emily and Dwight Dyer 
moved to assisted l iving in September. Both the Dyers were long-time faithful 
members of our choir and Dwight served many years as RPC’s Financial 
Secretary. Their new address is Brandywine Living at Huntington Terrace, 
Room B211, 70 Pinelawn Rd., Melvi l le , NY 11747. Cathy Shimmel has 
recovered from heart surgery. Kita de Sesa was hit on her head by a coconut 
fal l ing from high above in July, early in what was to have been a vacation in 
the Bahamas. We are delighted to welcome her back as our soloist in 
October. 

Our in-person services continue Sundays at 10 am; they are available l ive 
online .  Past services are available on our website (cl ick on Worship in the 
banner at the top) or our YouTube Channel (PastorRoslynChurch). In-person 
Bible study is weekly on Wednesdays at 10 a.m. in the North Room. 

 —Natalie Naylor, Clerk of Session

Church Humor
The Sunday School Lesson: During a Sunday school lesson, a child learned about 
how God created human beings. The child became especially focused when the 
teacher explained how Eve was created from Adam’s rib. Later in the week, the boy’s 
mother saw him lying down on the floor, so she asked him what was wrong. His reply 
was priceless: “Mom, I have a pain in my side—I think I’m getting a wife.”

—From Church Tech Today’s website
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In  recent months, we have sung “Blessed Assurance” a number of times. I find 
the author’s life interesting and hope you will too. (My source is primarily 
Wikipedia’s very extensive and well-documented entry on Fanny Crosby.

Born Frances Crosby in 1820 near Brewster in Putnam County, New York 
(about sixty miles northeast of New York City), she was always known as Fanny. She 
was blind, probably from bir th, and only eight months old when her father died. Her 
mother and grandmother read the Bible to her. Fanny memorized long passages 

and even whole books of the Bible as a child. 
She began attending the residential Institution 
for the Blind in New York City at the age of 
fifteen, where she learned to play the piano, 
organ, and harp. After eight years as a student, 
she taught English, rhetoric , and history at the 
school for fifteen years. Her first poems were 
published in the 1840s, while she was teaching 
at the school. She also wrote popular songs in 
the 1850s, many were political or patriotic . In 
1858 Fanny married Alexander Von Alstyne, a 

fellow teacher who was a musician and also blind. Marriage meant the end of her 
teaching career, but with her husband’s support, she always used her maiden name 
professionally. The couple lived first in Maspeth, Queens and had one child who 
died in infancy. In later years, they lived in Brooklyn and Manhattan.

Fanny Crosby became most famous for hymns; she wrote her first in the 1860s. 
She dictated the verses that were usually set to existing music and in later years, 
collaborated with different composers, including John Sweney, William Doane, and 
William J. Kirkpatrick. During her long lifetime, Crosby  wrote the words to 
thousands of hymns and gospel songs. She was the most prolific of America’s hymn 
writers, with her total number estimated to be close to 9,000 (some were under 
pen names, because hymnal publishers did not like to include too many hymns by 

Fanny Crosby (1820-1915): Her Hymns and Other Writings

(continued)
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one person). Crosby’s hymns were enormously popular in her day. Historian of 
Protestant hymnody, Edith Blumhofer explained that her hymns emphasized 
“religious experiences, emotions and testimonies” and “a sentimental relationship 
between the believer and Christ.”

In addition to her hymns, Crosby wrote two popular autobiographies, four 
books of poetry, a total of more than a thousand secular poems, many popular 
songs, and lyrics to three cantatas. She spoke in Congress seeking support for 
blind schools and performed in the White House. Crosby was involved in city 
mission work from the 1880s. At various times, she attended Congregational, 
Dutch Reformed, Baptist, Presbyterian, and Episcopalian churches, but was most 
closely associated with Methodist churches. Beginning in 1905, Fanny Crosby Day 
was observed in many churches on the Sunday closest to her bir thday on March 
25. Crosby lived in Bridgeport, Connecticut in her final years. Funds were raised 
after she died for the Fanny Crosby Memorial Home for the Aged, which operated 
in Bridgeport from 1925 to 1996. 

Among Crosby’s most popular hymns are “Blessed Assurance,” “Near the 
Cross,” “Savior More Than Life to Me,” “To God Be the Glory,” and “Safe in the 
Hands of Jesus.” Our Blue Hymnal has two of her hymns and the Red Hymnal has 
sixteen.

—Natalie Naylor

Fanny Crosby (1820-1915): Her Hymns and Other Writings
(continued)


